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According to Taiwan’s medical regulations, the scope of
practice performed by the certified dentists is as follows:
the prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of the oral and
maxillofacial diseases and the diseases of the surrounding
areas caused by them, as well as the extended manage-
ment caused by the treatment of the above-mentioned
diseases. The Department of Health (reorganized as the
Ministry of Health and Welfare in 2013) clearly explained in
2012 that if a dentist performs services beyond the above-
mentioned scope, it is "administering treatment that has
been defined as prohibited treatment by the competent
central authority” under the Physicians Act. Therefore, the
dentists meet this condition shall be fined. Moreover, the
professional scope of their dental practice may also be
limited and the practice may also be suspended for a
period, or the dental practice license may be cancelled. In
serious cases, their dentist certificates may also be
cancelled. Another special regulation implemented in 2019
allows the dentists with the specialist qualification of oral
and maxillofacial surgery (so-called the oral and maxillo-
facial surgeons) to perform the following specific cosmetic
medical procedures as an exception: facial bone reduction,
mid-face and full-face lift, and rhinoplasty. However, this
does not mean that an oral and maxillofacial surgeon is
qualified to perform purely those specific cosmetic medical
procedures. Instead, those specific cosmetic medical
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procedures must still be performed within the original
scope of dental practice.

Due to the progress of medical and dental clinical
technology, the public’s increased demand for the treat-
ment quality, the strengthening of dentists’ clinical
training, and the increase in self-discipline and confidence
among the dentists, the practice performed by the dentists
is no longer limited to the teeth and the soft and hard
tissues inside the mouth (such as dental caries and peri-
odontal treatment). When necessary, the treatment pro-
cedures performed by the dentists may also extend to the
facial area outside the mouth. However, since the physi-
cians and the dentists undergo different professional edu-
cations and different licensing examinations, and receive
different clinician certificates, their scope of practice
should be different.

In the process of pursuing the improvement of treatment
quality and clinical technology, the dentists need to have a
clear understanding of the core concepts of the scope of
their practice in dentistry and the medical regulations to
avoid violating medical ethics or even breaking the law. This
is also the ethical and moral considerations that the dentists
must pay attention to, and it is also a topic that must be
seriously addressed in the dental education.! This also
encompassed the educational scope of dental professionals,
including dental technicians and dental hygienists.?’
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Conceptually, the oral and maxillofacial diseases refer
to the diseases occurring in the oral cavity and maxillofacial
region. Thus, the dentists have the responsibility to treat or
take care of these diseases. Clinically, the oral and maxil-
lofacial region comprises not only soft tissues such as the
tongue, salivary gland, oral mucosa, muscle, nerve, and
vasculature, but also hard tissues including the tooth, bone,
and cartilage.” The important structures in the oral and
maxillofacial region include the tongue, teeth, alveoli,
jawbones, masticatory muscles, and temporomandibular
joint. In terms of the medical regulations, the framework of
the scope of practice for the dentists (including the oral
and maxillofacial surgeons) in Taiwan is shown in Fig. 1. The
main fields of practice of a dentist are the prevention,
diagnosis, and treatment of the oral and maxillofacial dis-
eases and the diseases of the surrounding areas caused by
them (Fig. 1A). The former includes the dental caries,
periodontal diseases, oral cancer, odontogenic tumors, and
temporomandibular joint disorders. Although the latter is
uncommon, it does occur, such as a facial fistula caused by
the dental pulpal infection. In addition, the oral manifes-
tations caused by the systemic diseases (such as the oral
ulcers caused by the autoimmune diseases) are also the
business of the dentists, especially their differential diag-
nosis.” Moreover, a typical example of the extended man-
agement caused by the oral and maxillofacial diseases
(such as the oral cancer removal combined with the tooth
extraction and the use of the vascularized free fibular flap
to repair the facial defects) can be performed by the
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Figure 1 The framework of the scope of practice for the
dentists (including those with the specialist qualification of
oral and maxillofacial surgery, so-called the oral and maxillo-
facial surgeons) in Taiwan. (A) The main fields of practice of a
dentist are the prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of the
oral and maxillofacial diseases and the diseases of the sur-
rounding areas caused by them. (B) The extended management
caused by the oral and maxillofacial diseases (such as the oral
cancer removal combined with the tooth extraction and the
use of the vascularized free fibular flap to repair the facial
defects) can be performed by the dentists and the oral and
maxillofacial surgeons. (C) The specific cosmetic medical pro-
cedures (such as the orthognathic surgery for the patient with
the mandibular prognathism) can be performed by the oral and
maxillofacial surgeons.

dentists and the oral and maxillofacial surgeons (Fig. 1B).
When the dental procedures performed for the jawbone
fractures or broken teeth caused by facial trauma, the care
for facial injury also falls within the scope of the extended
management. Exceptionally, the oral and maxillofacial
surgeons are allowed to perform certain specific cosmetic
medical procedures, such as the orthognathic surgery for
the patient with the mandibular prognathism (Fig. 1C). This
indicates that the extended management is highly relevant
and necessary for the original dental procedures. Under no
circumstances should any dentist advocate that a dentist
should also perform the cosmetic medical surgery while
performing dental procedures.

Although the challenges to dental ethics remain as the
clinical technology that continues to advance, there is still
optimism about the advancement and expansion of the
dental practice field. Under a sound ethical, moral, and
legal framework, the introduction of various new technol-
ogies and new methods into the clinical application of
dental practice has a great potential for future
development.
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